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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

j 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 July 2004 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 and 13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) 1^9 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 10.11 and 13 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -1 1 and 1 3 are presented for examination. Applicant filed an amendment 
on 7/2/2004, amending claims 1, 10, 11, and 13 and canceling claims 12 and 14-16. A 
new search for prior art was necessitated by Applicant's amendment. New grounds of 
rejection are established for claims 10-11 and 13. Claims 1-9 are allowed 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10, 1 1 and 13 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 10, 1 1, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Barnett et al., Pat. No. 6,336,099 (hereinafter Barnett) in view of 
Christenson et al., Pat. No. 5,710,886 (hereinafter Christenson). 

As to claims 10-11, Barnett discloses A method for selectively transmitting and 
using redeemable coupons comprising coupon data and data sufficient to identify each 
coupon , comprising the steps of. 
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generating coupon offers via a coupon server, the coupon offers comprising coupon 
indicia and being based on information provided by coupon issuers (col. 6, lines 52-58 
and col. 11, lines 24-29) and 

consumer computers in electronic communication with the coupon server over an 
Internet connection providing the coupon server with user indicia including demographic 
information about the consumers the demographic information being independent of 
consumer selections of the coupon offers (col. 7, lines 1-5 and line 59 - col. 8, line 1 ) 
the consumer computers comprising a user database and a browsing memory 
permitting the consumers to browse coupon offers on a visual display (col. 7, lines 1-5 
and col. 8, lines 29-33); 

the coupon server making initial coupon offers selectively available to the consumer 
computers accessing the Internet on the basis of the user indicia at least the initial 
coupon offers being selectively available to an individual consumer computer based 
upon the demographic information provided by the individual consumer computer, the 
coupon server generating new coupon offers different from the initial coupon offers and 
making them selectively accessible to the consumer computers based upon receipt 
from the coupon issuers of new coupon information as well as receipt from the 
consumer computers of the user indicia (col. 8, lines 14-33, col. 12, lines 29-67, col. 13, 
lines 4-15, lines 30-42; and 

making accessible to the consumer computers electronic coupons and permitting the 
consumers to make on-line selections of redeemable coupon offers (col. 7, lines 1-5). 
Barnett does not explicitly disclose 
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The coupon server sending coupon indicia data and consumer data to an internet 
Coupon Notification Center and 

Verifying at the Internet Coupon Notification Center the validity of any selected 
coupons upon redemption by a consumer. 

However, Christenson discloses capturing coupon data including customer data 
from redeemed coupons and transmitted to a verification center (col. 15, lines 45-63). In 
addition the verification center determines whether the redeemed coupon is authorized 
for redemption (col. 15,lines 45-63). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to include the aforementioned features as 
disclosed by Christenson within Barnett for the motivation of reducing fraud (col. 4, lines 
50-53). 

As to claim 13, Barnett discloses A method for distributing electronic coupons 
(see abstract) comprising 

coupon data and data sufficient to identify each coupon comprising the steps of 
providing registration information to a coupon server via a network node the registration 
information including demographic information (see Fig. 1 and col. 7, line 62 - col. 8, 
line 13) 

storing the registration information within the coupon server (col. 7, lines 62-67) 
the coupon server receiving coupon indicia information from a coupon notification center 
storing the coupon indicia information within the coupon server (col. 6, lines 52-57) 
generating one or more electronic coupons based on the registration information (col. 8, 
lines 14-19) each electronic coupon having a serial number and comprising a plurality of 
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digital representations of indicia including the coupon indicia information (i.e. user 

identification bar code number)(see Fig. 3 and col. 11, lines 1-23) 

the coupon server making the electronic coupons accessible to remote users such that 

the users can select one of more of the electronic coupons (col. 8, lines 23-33) 

the coupon server transmitting the coupon generation information to the coupon 

notification center (see Fig. 1 and col. 6, lines 58-62); and 

storing the coupon generation information in a database within the coupon notification 
center(see unit 16, Fig. 1 and col. 6, lines 58-62). 

As to claims 14 and 16, Barnett discloses A system for distributing electronic 
coupons comprising coupon data and data sufficient to uniquely identify each coupon 
(see Fig. 1 and Fig. 3) comprising 

a network node that can communicate with a coupon server (Fig. 1 ) 

the coupon server being capable of generating electronic coupon information (col. 6, 

lines 52-54, col. 8, lines 14-19) 

the coupon server also being capable of communicating at least a portion of the 

electronic coupon information to the network node (col. 8, lines 14-33) 

the coupon server also being capable of receiving and storing coupon indicia 

information (col. 6, lines 52-58) and receiving coupon verification information from a 

coupon notification center (col. 11, lines 1 1-29). 

Barnett does not explicitly disclose 

The coupon server sending coupon indicia data and consumer data to an internet 
Coupon Notification Center and 
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Verifying at the Internet Coupon Notification Center the validity of any selected 
coupons upon redemption by a consumer. 

However, Christenson discloses capturing coupon data including customer data 
from redeemed coupons and transmitted to a verification center (col. 15, lines 45-63). In 
addition the verification center determines whether the redeemed coupon is authorized 
for redemption (col. 1 S.lines 45-63). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to include the aforementioned features as 
disclosed by Christenson within Barnett for the motivation of reducing fraud (col. 4, lines 
50-53). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-9 are allowed. 

The claimed invention is directed to a system and method for distributing 
electronic coupons over an electronic computer coupon communication system. 
The prior art, as evidenced by Barnett et al M Pat. No. 6,336,099, discloses a 
system and method for distributing electronic coupons. The prior art discloses a 
computer system including a network node in communication with a coupon 
server for receiving, storing, selecting and displaying electronic coupons. The 
prior art also discloses the coupon server in communication with coupon 
notification center including generating and transmitting electronic coupons to the 
network node and for recording and transmitting electronic coupon transaction 
information. The prior art also discloses the coupon notification center including 
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recording and updating coupon redemption information. Finally the prior art 
discloses an electronic coupon that includes a plurality of digital representations 
of product images and digital representations of indicia including expiration data, 
serial number, redemption data, discount information, user identification and 
product information. However, the prior art does not disclose or suggest an 
electronic coupon including plurality of digital representations of indicia 
identifying various fields of information and "the user's Internet Address ". This 
feature is found in independent claims 1 , 4, and 7. 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Pat. No. 5,612,527 discloses an online coupon redemption method. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Kalinowski, whose telephone number is (703) 
305-2398. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 9:00 
AM to 6:30 PM. In addition, the examiner can be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If any attempt to reached the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Joseph Thomas, can be reached on (703) 305-9588. The fax 
telephone number for this group is (703) 305-7687 (for official communications including 
After Final communications labeled "Box AF"). 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, 7th Floor, receptionist. 




Alexander Kalinowski 



Primary Examiner 
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